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I1Jeon [E1-Assistant]
Ph.D. candidate, Department of Chemistry, School of Science

While surfing randomly on the University of Tokyo official website, there was this
fascinatingly appealing title posted on the free board. “The University of Tokyo - Seoul
National University cross discussion program” caught my attention instantly. It was
about an opening for a English and Korean bilingual staff, which was a rare opportunity
for me as I can only speak English and Korean fluently. In addition, I had a profound
interest in relationship between Japan and Korea. So discovering an interaction between
students from two different nations, not to mention younger generation would provide
me a great experience. With a bit of luck, I was accepted and soon instructed on
preparation of the meeting. My role basically was to support and guide in terms of
communication and discussion. With a premise that they should proceed with their
discussion autonomously, we were told to step in whenever there is any digression or
stagnation due to language barrier.

On the day students arrived, everything worked out fine from the start. Both sides of
students were well organised. After a brief introduction, | gathered English discussion
group that | was designated to one side and let the students start. Our group’s focus was
perceptions on other Asian nations in the view of Japanese and Koreans. Korean
students kicked off with a presentation they prepared. Very graphical yet to-the-point
presentation materials were easy to grasp for all students, especially for the University
of Tokyo side. Soon after the presentation, we faced our first problem. There were too
many people and the front-oriented chairs were fixed so many people could not face
towards each other. Without my intervention, they came up with an expedient idea of
dividing the group into two. It was so swiftly and smoothly done to think that they were
people who only just met. When it came to deciding new chairs for the new sub groups,
which just got divided, again, it was maturely done with celerity. As [ watch them fully
engrossed in discussion, [ was impressed with their high level of English. Above all, a
good all round standard of English on both sides helped promote an effective and
impartial argument all along the session. Hegemony was balanced out throughout the
debate and each member took turns to make sure everyone takes a part in.

Content of discussion was largely focused on perception towards China as a super
power and issues regarding history of both countries. It seemed there was no objection
to China becoming or already is one of the superpowers but whether it can transcend
the U.S. or continue its economical boom was disputable. Some people pointed out that
the intrinsic gap between rich and poor or other things like premature capitalism would
work against China climbing up and placing them on the top of the nations league. The
difference in opinions were varied depending on person rather than nationality, albeit
there was a slight hint of Japanese students being concerned with Korea having a closer
relationship with China which may lead to an isolation of Japan.

When they moved on to historical issues, circuitous discussion, as I personally expected,
continued for a bit. Main assertion of Todai side was that learned Japanese citizens are
fully aware of what happened in the past and they are simply trying to save words on
enormities but emphasising good deeds because it is an axiom that no one wants to talk
about bad things. SNU students replied that they can understand but they are worried
that the Japanese government may further conceal the dark side of their history over a
point where it starts to become apocryphal.

In general, UT side, the University of Tokyo seemed to be surprised to hear directly
from Koreans that there are many Koreans who have positive impressions about Japan,
which contradicts the recent Japanese media survey highlighting the antipathy of



Koreans towards Japanese. They were consonant with that the general public in both
countries are so credulous that politicians may usurp this to their benefit. As a follow-up,
voicing out proxy for the enlightened people in both countries and its methodologies
were shared. Overall, they were more excited about being able to ask things they had in
mind face to face than putting undue effort for solutions which I thought was rather
pragmatic and prudent approach to this gathering and is what one would expect from
the number one university students.

As the session drew to an end, the worries | had had regarding relationship between
Japan and Korea had gone. Seeing fresh and intelligent students from both nations eager
to come to conciliatory about the past and cultivate brighter future, I was positive that
our tomorrow is going to be far better than people now anticipate. As a person who
spent half of one’s life on the other side of the earth, it was agonising thinking about two
closest and possibly a kindred root holding animosity towards each other. However,
through this invaluable experience, | saw a gleam of hope for the make up of the past
and a change of the paradigm. Producing many more interactive communications like
this would be a start to a new history between Japan and Korea for the futures to come.
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Review on SNU — UT Discussion
[E2—assistant]
Yong Il Kwon
(Research intern at the University of Tokyo, Graduate School of Engineering, Department of
Mechanical Engineering, MESL)

On a hot and humid day of August, at the University of Tokyo, approximately 100 students from both
the Seoul National University (SNU) and the University of Tokyo (UT) gathered to discuss about
pressing issues lying behind the two countries. In the previous ‘SNU in Tokyo’ programs, SNU
students visited UT for cultural experience, not as interactive debate participants. Starting this year,
sharing ideas and debating were added to the program as an event called, ‘SNU-UT discussion.’

Arranged by both SNU and UT, SNU-UT discussion beholds a great significance beyond just a
student-run debate for several reasons. First, never have students from Korea and Japan, each from the
most prestigious schools from their respective countries, assembled in a single sitting to face issues
including China and national security, education, society, culture, technology and information. In
addition, the debate was done in 4 separated groups; two in English, one each in Korean and Japanese.
While most of the international conferences were facilitated only in English, this discussion utilized
languages of the participants, recognizing the increasing importance of Asian influence and language
in the global world. Even though most experienced intellectuals and politicians cannot come to an
agreement for many issues between Korea and Japan, this debate was a beginning step for students
with shallow knowledge to openly share opinions and build up a common ground of understanding.

As the discussion assistant for English 2 group, | had the privilege to help students convey their
opinions in English. While the English 1 group focused their discussion on East-Asian relationships in
economy and politics, English 2 group discussed on education and IT. For the first part of the
discussion, three graduate students from UT gave brief presentations on education quality in Asia and
West and research environment of technology and engineering fields. Then, students in English 2
group divided into two sub groups and discussed on education and IT, respectively.

Kosuke Moriwaki, who studies computer science at UT, briefed students on critical budget shortage
for researchers in IT fields: “Even the 2012 Nobel Prize winner on medicine, Professor Shinya
Yamanaka has run a full marathon for donations.” In his subgroup, students from two countries
shared their views on getting a profession in IT fields and their views on each country seemed to be
similar. Not only in Japan but also in Korea, according to Chang-kyu Kim, a senior student at SNU,
“budgeting for engineering professors is very limited; thus, it is very difficult for professors to
purchase up-to-date equipment or to do long-term research.”

The other sub-group examined the reasons for Asians to study abroad in the western countries.
Naosuke Mukoyama and Fumiya Uchikoshi scrutinized the matter with graphs and charts comparing
educational qualities of Asian and Western institutes. One of the comparisons that struck me was on
the shift in educational advantage from Asian to Western institutes. On one slide, there was a list of
schools ranking high school students’ scholastic abilities which clearly showed that Asian institutes
provide better secondary school education. Following slides showed the number of Nobel Prize
winners/laureates by different universities and rankings of universities by US News which both
proved the opposite. Regarding the charts that portrayed Western institutes surpassing Asian ones,
students got to reflect on their changes in study attitude from high school to university years.

In addition to reminiscing about their individual educational history, the students took a further step to
discuss how to develop Asian Universities as an educational hub in the future. According to the
presenter, the hub-and-spoke distribution paradigm for education simplifies the flow of intellects in
this period; Non-western university students will study at their native countries(spokes) and later will
gather at Western universities(hub) to pursue higher education. Thus, students came up with ideas
such as attracting globally famous professors to Korea and Japan.



There were students who disagreed on the hub-and-stoke theory saying the Western institutes are not
the only think tanks of intellects emphasizing the growth of exchange students or international
students in SNU and UT. Boboe Lee, a SNU student, mentioned that, “in Thailand or Indonesia there
are a large number of students who wants to study in Korea or Japan.”

The SNU-UT discussion was 3-hour event out of 10-day program in Tokyo that allowed the
participating students to freely share their opinions and make unforgettable memories. Muro
Kennosuke, a second year student majoring in law at UT, said this event enabled him to deepen his
understanding of Korean society and infrastructure by engaging into sometimes conflicting but mostly
constructive discussions. By working as an assistant of such a historic event, | witnessed young
intellectuals who are responsible for the futures of Korea and Japan taking a huge step towards mutual
understanding and prosperity.
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